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INTRODUCTION OF DR. BILLY
FRANKLIN HUDGINS

(Mr. ADERHOLT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize our guest chaplain,
Dr. Billy Franklin Hudgins. Dr.
Hudgins has served selflessly as a pas-
tor in Louisiana, South Carolina, and
now in the district I represent in Ala-
bama where he’s the senior pastor of
Cross Creek Community Church of
Hokes Bluff, Alabama.

In addition to pastoral work, Dr.
Hudgins has also been very involved
with both State and national church
leadership organizations. Among the
honors he’s received, he’s served as
president of the Alabama Baptist Con-
vention Pastors Conference. He also
served as trustee of the International
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Dr. Hudgins has been a teacher and a
coach over the course of his career. He
has spent 5 years as a bi-vocational
pastor and 35 years in churches belong-
ing to the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. If that wasn’t enough, at a time
when others look toward retirement, at
the age of 60, Dr. Bill Hudgins helped
start the church he currently serves in
Hokes Bluff.

Dr. Hudgins is joined in Washington
today by his wife, Connie, with whom
he’ll be celebrating 46 years of mar-
riage in a matter of weeks. I'm honored
to welcome Dr. Billy Hudgins as our
guest here in the United States House
of Representatives this morning as
someone who is a servant and has spent
his career as a follower of Jesus, and
one who has helped others do the same
along life’s way.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches.

———

TROOP WITHDRAWAL STRATEGY

(Mr. SESTAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, ending
this tragic misadventure in Iraq is nec-
essary but insufficient. How and the
means by which we end it is of even
greater importance, both to the safety
of our troops and to our overall stra-
tegic security.

First, our troops. It took us 6 months
to extract 6,000 troops out of Somalia
after Blackhawk Down, and we in-
serted 17,000 personnel to guard the re-
treat. We have not only 160,000 troops
in Iraq, but over 100,000 civilians. We
must ensure their safety, and that will
take approximately 1 year.

Second, that time line of a year is ac-
tually the change in strategy that will
ensure that we have an aftermath, if
we pursue diplomacy with Iran and
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Syria, to bring about an unfailed state.
Recently the intelligence community
said Iran does not want a failed govern-
ment. Therefore, we must approach the
end of this war with a strategic ap-
proach working with the Republicans.
This is our country’s war, because the
aftermath of its consequences are so
great and it requires a strategic end.

———

MINNESOTA NATIONAL GUARD RE-
TURNS AFTER 16-MONTH DE-
PLOYMENT TO IRAQ

(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the 2,600 men
and women of the Minnesota National
Guard who, after serving our country
with great honor and courage, are re-
turning home from their 16-month de-
ployment to Iraq.

Last Friday my friend and colleague,
Congressman TIM WALZ, and I had the
privilege of visiting Volk Field near
Fort McCoy in Wisconsin and wel-
coming home soldiers from the 1st Bri-
gade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Divi-
sion, the famed ‘“Red Bulls.” It was
truly a memorable experience greeting
these proud soldiers as they returned
from the longest combat deployment of
any Army brigade combat team in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom.

Minnesota’s ‘‘Red Bulls” escorted
supply convoys and traveled 2.4 million
miles in Iraq. Other members of the
BCT provided essential security to U.S.
bases throughout the country.

Speaking with the fine men and
women of the ‘‘Red Bulls” as they
stepped off the plane and smelled that
clean, fresh air and stepped on Amer-
ican soil, it became clear that these
soldiers are justifiably proud of their
accomplishments. The great State of
Minnesota and all Americans can be
proud as well.

———

HONORING ROBERT CAUSOR, JR.

(Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor Robert
Causor, Jr., a paratrooper rifleman
with the 82nd Airborne Division who
was killed July 7 by a homemade bomb
in Samarra, Iraq.

Robert was born and grew up in San
Jose, California. Since childhood, he
dreamed of being a soldier, and after
graduating from Overfelt High School
he enlisted to serve in Iraq. Despite
worries from his family, Robert was de-
termined to fulfill his lifelong dream.

To Robert, service in the military
was a way to repay his country for the
successes of his family. He came from a
close family, one of 26 cousins who
lived in San Jose for over three dec-
ades.

On behalf of California’s 16th Con-
gressional District, I offer Robert’s
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family our deepest condolences as they
deal with this painful loss. He will be
decorated with many honors, including
a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart, but
today our thoughts and our prayers are
with his parents, the rest of his family
and his friends.

——————

CONTINUING TO FIGHT
TERRORISM ACROSS THE WORLD

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to remind my col-
leagues that we are engaged in what
truly is a global war on terrorism. The
war in which we are fighting does not
have borders. It is not contained to
Iraq and Afghanistan. Again last week
the United Kingdom reported that up
to eight police officers and several pub-
lic officials were uncovered with ties to
extremist groups, including al Qaeda,
who may have also attended terror
training camps in Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan.

Everyone should be concerned about
the recent series of suicide bombings in
northwest Pakistan. Al Qaeda has es-
tablished safe havens in the border
areas of Pakistan, a nuclear armed na-
tion. The tribal area of North
Waziristan announced on Sunday that
they are ending a 10-month ceasefire
with the government. These terrorist
attacks follow last week’s mass murder
of police officers in Algeria, and the be-
heading of 10 Army personnel in the
Philippines. Americans must face the
threat that modern civilization is
under attack worldwide.

I am proud of our brave men and
women in uniform who fight daily to
ensure that American families are pro-
tected.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we’ll never forget September the
11th.

———
COST OF THE WAR IN IRAQ

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
the war in Iraq has cost, as of last
week, every man, woman and child in
my district, New York’s 19th district,
$3,077. Now, for that $3,077, the men,
women and children of my district
have paid for a war that was a stra-
tegic mistake and has been horribly
mismanaged.

In the latest example, USA Today re-
vealed that the Pentagon has been even
slower than we thought in providing
safer vehicles for our troops. According
to e-mails within the Pentagon, a Ma-
rine general in Iraq requested MRAPs,
mine resistant ambush protected vehi-
cles, as far back as December 2003.
These vehicles offer the best protection
from IEDs for our troops. The number
one killer of troops in Iraq are IEDs.



July 17, 2007

However, while Pentagon leadership
delayed in providing these vehicles to
U.S. troops, they decided to equip the
Iraqi Army with these vehicles, while
leaving our soldiers with Humvees.
This resulted in the unnecessary
deaths of at least 600 Americans.

For $3,000, the taxpayers of my dis-
trict paid for the best equipment we
could buy for the Iraqi Army, but left
our soldiers and marines with sub-
standard Humvees. It is time we reori-
ent our priorities, protect our own sol-
diers, and end this war.

———

END CURRENCY MANIPULATION
AND LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, currency manipulation by our
foreign competitors is creating dif-
ficult challenges for our country’s
manufacturing base, particularly our
domestic auto industry.

The Wall Street Journal reported in
June that ‘“‘a cheap yen is making it
advantageous for Toyota to increase
manufacturing capability and to export
cars from Japan, and that it is much
more profitable to produce cars in
Japan and ship them all to the United
States right now.”

And what is the response of the Con-
gress to this threat against the Amer-
ican automotive industry which is di-
rectly responsible for the employment
of millions of American jobs?

Well, the Democrats control the Con-
gress, and the Democratic leadership
has decided that Detroit doesn’t have
enough on its plate right now. Instead
of trying to level the playing field,
Democrats want to pile on unworkable
new CAFE standards on the domestic
auto industry.

Higher CAFE standards will not re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil, but
they will steal investment dollars from
technologies that could transform the
entire automobile industry and level
the global automotive market.

I urge my colleagues to reject this
misguided policy and stand up for
American manufacturing companies,
stand up for American jobs.

———
O 1015

IRAQ IS DISTRACTING US FROM
PROTECTING THE HOMELAND
AND FIGHTING GLOBAL WAR ON
TERROR

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, an in-
terim report last week by the White
House confirmed what most observers
believe, that the situation in Iraq is
not improving. The Iraqi Government
has failed to meet the political bench-
marks endorsed by the President last
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January. The Iraqi security forces con-
tinue to perform below expected levels.
But the President continues to ask us
stubbornly to stay the course.

At the same time, U.S. troops are
overextended, many having served mul-
tiple tours in Iraq. This is unfair to our
soldiers, their families, and dangerous
for our national security. As Major
General John Batiste recently noted,
“Iraq is distracting America from what
should be the focus . . . It is in Amer-
ica’s best interest to rethink our na-
tional strategy, deliberately disengage
from Iraq, refit and rearm the military,
get serious about homeland security,
and prepare to win the next phase of
the struggle.

Last week this House voted to do ex-
actly that. This Democratic House
joins with the American people and our
retired generals in demanding a new di-
rection in Iraq. This week the Senate
can join us by supporting the Levin-
Reed amendment.

———
OPERATION SMILE

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 25th anniversary of
Operation Smile, a worldwide chil-
dren’s medical charity headquartered
in Norfolk, Virginia, that repairs cleft
lips and cleft palates for children and
young adults in developing countries.

Founded in 1982 by Dr. William
Magee, Jr., a plastic surgeon, and his
wife, Kathleen, a nurse and clinical so-
cial worker, Operation Smile has
grown from humble beginnings into a
worldwide children’s medical charity
whose network of medical volunteers
are dedicated to helping improve the
health and lives of children worldwide.

Operation Smile has helped more
than 100,000 children and young adults
in 30 developing countries overcome
their physical irregularities. The orga-
nization now operates one of the
world’s largest volunteer networks,
utilizing more than 5,000 medical and
nonmedical professionals around the
world.

I commend the Magees for their pas-
sion to improve the health and lives of
children and young adults worldwide.
Through Operation Smile, their efforts
over the past 25 years have offered new
life and new hope to those suffering
from facial deformities.

———

REPUBLICANS CONTINUE TO MOVE
AWAY FROM BUSH ON IRAQ; AC-
TION SPEAKS LOUDER THAN
WORDS

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
cratic efforts to change direction in
Iraq forced the President to issue a pre-
liminary report showing that the Iraqis
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have not met the benchmarks that
they were supposed to. The failure of
the Iraqi Government to keep its prom-
ises, coupled with continued violence
on the ground, the death of our soldiers
and Iraqi civilians has led Senate Re-
publicans, at least some of them, to
join us in calling for a new direction in
Iraq.

Some Senate Republicans see the
writing on the wall, writing on the wall
in both of our House cloakrooms, but is
yet to be seen on the Republican side
but for four of our colleagues, for the
optometrist hasn’t made his way over
there. The situation is getting worse
for our troops. We will see this week
whether Senate Republicans mean
what they say and they vote for the
Levin-Reed amendment when it comes
to the Senate floor tomorrow and bring
our troops home. The amendment is
close to identical with what the House
passed with Democratic votes and four
Republicans last week.

The Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki has
said they can supply their own defense
and they don’t need us any longer.
When a host says go home, it is only
correct to go home. He says they don’t
need us. We aren’t needed. We need to
bring our troops home and not have
them needlessly die.

———

MT. SINAI BAPTIST CHURCH

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to pay tribute to Mt.
Sinai Baptist Church of Marietta,
Georgia, celebrating 143 years of spir-
itual service to our community.

The history of Mt. Sinai reaches back
nearly as far as the history of Marietta
itself. In 1864, 1 year before the Civil
War ended, a group of black slaves
gathered in the backwoods of Georgia
and they began their own worship serv-
ice, and by 1873 the now freed slaves
built Mt. Sinai Baptist Church on a
plot of land south of Marietta.

They were not content to merely be a
house of worship. Mt. Sinai created a
school to educate the children of
former slaves and became a central
gathering place for the whole commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, today Mt. Sinai Baptist
Church carries on that tradition as a
spiritual and communal leader in Mari-
etta. Currently under the guidance of
Pastor Albert Johnson, the church is
upholding its legacy of education and
outreach, the same commitment that
it has displayed for nearly 1% cen-
turies.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues
to join me today in congratulating the
Mt. Sinai Baptist Church on 143 years
of service and request that they have
at least 143 more.
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